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PAINTING
TOWARD
THE LIGHT

Linda McCray merges
her art and spiritual life

MARGA LINCOLN
for the Independent Record

Light and luminosity.

These are what painter
Linda McCray makes the
major foci of her works
in her new exhibit, “The
Spiritual in Abstract,” at
the Holter Museum of Art,
which opened Oct. 2 and
runs through Dec. 31 in the
High Gallery.

McCray was in the midst
of painting a series of min-
iature abstract sky and
landscape paintings in
2004 — which she called her
“Heaven and Earth” series,
when she realized —“Oh,
there’s alot to explore here.”

It proved to be a major
turning point for her art.

Previously, she had
worked as a technical illus-
trator, created highly realis-
tic pen-and-ink drawings
and also abstract cityscapes.

“My spiritual life and my
art life have always been in-
credibly important to me,”
said McCray. “It’s really no
wonder they would merge.

“When they did, it felt
very valuable. You never
have enough time for your
art. You never have enough
time for your spiritual life.
So it was nice that they
came together”

McCray has posted a vir-
tual artist talk on her face-
book page at https:/www.
facebook.com/LindaMc-
CrayStudio.

McCray is doing a resi-

If you go

What: “The Spiritual in
Abstract: Paintings by
Linda McCray”

When: Oct. 2 through
Dec. 31

Where: Holter Museum
of Art High Gallery, 12 E.
Lawrence

Contact: 442-6400,
https://www.holtermu-
seum.org/

Exhibit hours: Tues-
day—Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. and Sunday,
noon to 4

Residency: noon to
4 p.m. Tuesdays through
Saturdays, Oct. 6-24

Note: Face mask re-
quired

dency at the Holter from
noon to 4 p.m. Tuesdays
through Saturdays, Oct.
6-24. During this time, she
will be creating four paint-
ings she calls, “The Gospel
Truths”

“They will be inspired by
scripture,” she said, “but
taken to a universal level”

Visitors can watch her
paint and ask questions, and
she will be live streaming as
she works.

She will also hold a panel
discussion in November:
The Spiritual in Abstract,
re: how art and spirituality
connect, bringing together
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Clancy-based artist Linda McCray talks about her artwork, recently installed at the Holter Museum of Art and on display
through the end of the year.
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history, art and spirituality. The
time and date will be announced
on her facebook page. (See box for
details.)

McCray paints with acrylics on
large la-inch-thick birch ply-
wood panels. Beneath the panel,
she attaches a “hidden frame”
that projects or floats the painting
acouple inches from the wall, giv-
ing the works a more ethereal feel.

“I don’t do anything that’s
not symbolic. I’'m very concept-
driven.

“Every one of my paintings has
light because I image my creator
aslight”

Even the paintings’ edges have
meaning.

She intentionally roughs the
edges of the paintings to make
them look like torn manuscript
pages that speak of history and
tradition.

McCray applies her acrylic
paint in many thin semi-trans-
parent layers, using the old mas-
ters’ technique of glazing, which
allows light to go in and bounce
out of the painting, adding both
luminosity and depth.

“Paint is made from pigment
and abinder,” she explained “Iuse
alot more of the medium than the
pigment.”

She also uses found objects
— typically sand from the River
Jordan and from Montana, which
she incorporates into the texture
of the paint.

She also likes alot of gold. “Fre-
quently, through the ages, gold
has beenused to express divinity.”

Although McCray is a devout
Roman Catholic who finds that
her religion informs her works,
she sees her paintings as univer-
sal abstract spiritual expressions
that aren’t limited to one religion
or philosophy.

“While my paintings have spe-
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McCray works live in the High Gallery of the Holter Museum of Art on Tuesday.

Clancy-based artist Linda McCray’s artwork on display at the Holter
Museum of Art.

cific meaning to me,” she said. “I and invite the viewer to reflect on

hope they ignite spiritual curiosity what is dear to their heart.”

In a gallery interview last week,
she spoke of a nearby work,
“Unity: Opening to One Another”
The large painting in the entry
to the gallery shows a luminous
white orb floating against a dark
sky or universe.

Within the white sphere, quick,
gold strokes depict architectural
roof lines of all the major religions
— Buddhism, Islamism, Judaism
as well as Christianity.

“My goal is these are symbolic
of all traditions.” The broken lines
are also open lines, “speaking of
one people — one huge commu-
nity of life”

“I believe the best art comes
fromthe artist’s heart and moves to
the universal,” she said. “I'm start-
ing from my tradition. Then as I sit
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Panel discussion

The Spiritual in Abstract: How
Art and Spirituality Connect,
bringing together history, art
and spirituality. The November
time and date will be announced
on her facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/LindaMc-
CrayStudio.

Panel members include:
Hipolito Rafael Chacon, Ph.D.,
the Bruce and Suzanne Crocker
Director of the Montana Museum
of Art & Culture and Professor
of Art History & Criticism in the
School of Art at the University of
Montana-Missoula; Reverend Ed-
ward Hislop, M,Div; MA Liturgi-
cal Studies, served as Diocese of
Helena Director Office of Worship,
Chair Diocese of Helena Liturgical
Commission, and Chair National
Federation of Diocesan Liturgical
Commission; and McCray, who
earned a Master of Fine Arts at
UM, is a Visual Artist and a former
adjunct professor of art.

with it, it becomes more universal.
And that’s what’s important to me
— what we have in common, rather
than what we don’t.

“One of my goals is to aggior-
namento sacred art]” she said.
“Aggiornamento was a buzzword
in Vatican II meaning to bring up
to date”

Years ago, when she first delved
into spiritual painting, McCray
realized it was a lonely path not
taken by many contemporary
artists.

She recalled the words of a
friend, Sister Rita McGinnis, SCL,
who observed, “There may not be
a niche for you. You need to cre-
ate one”

They are words she took to
heart.
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